
 
 
 
 

 

 

   
 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

   
 

2015 Course Dates 
 

• March 30 
• May 25 
• July 20 
• September 14 
• November 9 

 
TEFL Program Corse Fee: $2,550.00 
 
ELS is proud to announce, in partnership with Via Lingua, its 2015 TEFL Certification 

Program in Boston, Massachusetts. ELS Educational Services is the leading provider of 

English programs on university campuses in the USA, with over 50 years of leadership in 

international education. 

 
The ELS TEFL Certification program, in partnership with Via Lingua, is a thorough and up-to-
date 4-week TEFL program that includes 130 hours of training and 10 hours of assessed 
teaching practice. The course is delivered through a combination of workshops, seminars and 
demonstrations designed to give you an active role as an ESL or EFL teacher in training. 
 

What sets the ELS and Via Lingua Program Apart?  
 

On-site, face-to-face:  You will learn in a classroom setting from certified trainers with years  of 
experience. 
Student-centered:  You will receive personal and individualized attention in the classroom. 
Teacher Training : Because your course will be conducted at an ELS location in Boston you will 
have ample opportunity to meet students of diverse populations and gain real teaching 



experience in classrooms of EFL learners, much like the students you will be qualified to teach 
when you complete your course. 
Cross-cultural component:  You will learn vital concepts and strategic skills needed to live and 
teach effectively abroad. This awareness will empower you to appreciate the similarities and 
differences between your culture and others and be more effective as a teacher. 
Earn graduate-level credits : Graduates of the ELS TEFL Certification program can receive up 
to six graduate credits towards MA TESOL programs with our partner institutions: Hamline 
University (St. Paul, Minnesota) and St. Michael’s College (Burlington, Vermont). 
Job guidance:  The Via Lingua job guidance program assists all successful graduates of our 
TEFL course in finding a TEFL teaching position.  

 

Course Requirements: 
Be at least 21 years of age 
Hold a minimum of an Associate’s degree 
Be able to demonstrate both written and oral competence in English sufficient for study in 
Higher Education 
Non-native English speakers must submit a TOEFL® or IELTS score 
In certain circumstances, non-degree holders will be considered for a place if their 
qualifications and/or experiences are regarded as being equivalent to the demands of a 
degree. 
 

TEFL Training Center:  
 
Centrally located on Tremont Street, our TEFL center is within two blocks of any one of the 
four subway lines.  The ELS Language Center has a computer center and spacious, well-lit 
classrooms equipped with LCD projectors and DVD players. 

Boston 
Boston is an historic city of contrasts. Ancient red-brick sidewalks twist past handsome 
Federalist houses on the way to soaring glass towers housing state-of-the-art technology. In 
the harbors of Boston lie both the majestic U.S.S. Constitution, still commissioned to fight 
America's battles, and scores of sleek white fiberglass pleasure boats. There are tiny 
restaurants tucked into rosy brick town houses on Beacon Hill and huge restaurants on the 
dizzying tops of skyscrapers in the downtown. Food ranges from the most radical of nouvelle 
chic to downhome Cajun.  
 
Boston is a diverse modern city of neighborhoods. From the North End to Bay Village, Back 
Bay to the South End, Jamaica Plain to Charlestown, the city shows its diversity of 
populations, of languages, of foods and philosophies. Immigrants from every corner of the 
globe have been welcomed by the city and re-shaped into Americans whose memories and 
customs enrich the community. The city is home to some of the most prestigious universities 
in the world. No matter what your academic interest, you will find an institution of higher 
learning to accommodate your curiosity. Thousands of students from all walks of life choose 
to study in the Greater Boston area, and many stay well beyond graduation, often choosing to 
make the city their permanent home. Dozens of colleges and universities are located 
throughout the metropolitan area, ranging from two-year community colleges to the Ivy 
League. 
 
Boston is a city where politics is everyone's hobby but sports are taken very seriously; where 
you can hear six different languages in one morning; where the world's largest record store 
and the stately dome of the Mother Church of Christian Science are in the same 
neighborhood, and where gilded stone lions and a towering 60-story wedge of glass 
comfortably rub shoulders.  
 



  There are many historic sites and attractions in the area such as the New England 
Aquarium, The Freedom Trail, Beacon Hill, Chinatown and the North End (Boston’s Little 
Italy).   
 
 

   
 
 Food and Clothing: 
Cuisine in Boston is similar to the rest of New England cuisine, in that it has a large emphasis 
on seafood and dairy products. Its best-known dishes are New England clam chowder, fish 
and chips (usually with cod or scrod), baked beans, lobsters, steamed clams, and fried clams. 

Boston has many restaurants, including those serving various ethnic cuisines. Since the 
1980s Boston has been undergoing an unexpected Renaissance in its culinary life, 
spearheaded by chefs of national stature such as Jasper White, Ming Tsai, and Todd English. 
Their respective restaurants, Summer Shack, Blue Ginger, and Olives have greatly 
enhanced foodie options in Boston. The influence of Julia Child, a long-time Cambridge 
resident and PBS TV star, lives on as well. 

The Union Oyster House is the oldest operating restaurant in the United States. Their menu 
includes oysters on the half-shell served straight from an oyster bar, New England clam 
chowder, and other seafood dishes. Quincy Market, part of Faneuil Hall Marketplace, has a 
variety of restaurants and food shops. Nearby Cheers is a popular tourist dining spot. 

Chinatown has a variety of Asian restaurants, bakeries, and stores. In addition to dim 
sum and other Chinese dining styles, there are Vietnamese, Japanese, Korean and Thai 
restaurants in the neighborhood. 

The North End has a variety of Italian restaurants, pizzerias, and bakeries. Newbury 
Street has many ethnic street cafes, while Copley Place houses a multitude of restaurants 
including a food court in Prudential Center, also the home of Legal Sea Foods, a New 
England institution that offers gourmet seafood dishes. 

Boston has a tradition of holding a weekly open-air Farmers market known locally 
as Haymarket. Haymarket caters mainly to selling fresh fruit and vegetable produce, though 
meats can also be purchased in local establishments.  

 
Climate:  
Boston has a climate that is continental in nature but with maritime influences owing to its 
coastal location, a phenomenon common to coastal southern New England. The climate is 
usually classified as humid continental, or in some cases humid subtropical, since the 
average January temperature is above 26.6 °F (−3.0 °C). Summers are typically warm and 
humid, while winters are cold, windy, and snowy. Prevailing wind patterns that blow offshore 
affect Boston, minimizing the influence of the Atlantic Ocean. Spring in Boston can be warm, 
with temperatures as high as the 90s F (30s C) when winds are offshore, although it is just as 
possible for a day in late May to remain in the lower 50s F (lower 10s C) because of cool 
ocean waters. The hottest month is July, with an average high of 82.2 °F (27.9 °C) and an 



average low of 65.5 °F (18.6 °C), with conditions often humid. The coldest month is January, 
with an average high of 36.5 °F (2.5 °C) and an average low of 22 °F (−5.6 °C). Periods 
exceeding 90 °F (32 °C) in summer and below 10 °F (−12 °C) in winter are not uncommon but 
are rarely prolonged. The record high temperature is 104 °F (40 °C), recorded on July 4, 
1911. The record low temperature is −30 °F (−34.4 °C), recorded on January 25, 1946. 
February in Boston has seen 70 °F (21 °C) only once in recorded history, on February 24, 
1985. The highest temperature recorded in March was 89 °F (32 °C), on March 31, 1998. 
Boston's coastal location on the North Atlantic, although it moderates temperatures, also 
makes the city very prone to Nor'easter weather systems that can produce much snow and 
rain. The city averages 42.5 inches (1,080 mm) of precipitation a year, with 41.8 inches 
(106 cm) of snowfall a year. Snowfall increases dramatically as one goes inland away from 
the city (especially north and west of the city) — away from the warming influence of the 
ocean. Most snowfall occurs from December through March. There is usually little or no snow 
in April and November, and snow is rare in May and October.  Fog is prevalent, particularly in 
spring and early summer, and the occasional tropical storm or hurricane can threaten the 
region, especially in early autumn. Due to its situation along the North Atlantic, the city is often 
subjected to sea breeze, especially in the late spring, when water temperatures are still quite 
cold and temperatures at the coast can be 10-20°F (5-11°C) colder than a few miles inland, 
sometimes dropping by that amount near midday.  

 

Accommodation:  
 
Student Residence Off Campus 
Homestays in the area 
 
 

Excursions and Cultural Highlights: 
Boston is a one-of-a-kind American city that offers visitors opportunities to relive history, 
immerse themselves in the arts, cheer for hometown sports teams, explore museums, 
discover "hidden" harbor islands and imbibe at a famous brewery or an even more famous 
bar. If you're visiting Boston for the first time or if you've never spent an extended period in 
Massachusetts' capital city, here are Boston's must-see sights and attractions. 
1. The Freedom Trail 
A walk along the two-and-a-half-mile Freedom Trail is one of the best ways to get acquainted 
with Boston and to efficiently visit the city's bounty of historic landmarks. If you're in a hurry 
and in pretty good shape, you can cover the length of the trail in as little as an hour, but that 
won't really allow you the time to stop and visit any of the sites along the way. Your best bet is 
to allow three hours or more to walk the trail at a leisurely pace and see all of its 
Revolutionary landmarks. 
2. Boston Public Garden 
Boston Public Garden, located along Charles Street adjacent to Boston Common, is the 
nation's oldest botanical garden. The famous Swan Boats have returned to Boston Public 
Garden each spring since they were first invented in 1877 by Robert Paget. The business, 
which operates from mid-April through mid-September, is still operated by descendants of the 
boats' inventor. When winter arrives, the pond is open to ice skaters. 
3. Quincy Market 
Most people know it as Quincy Market, although its official name is the Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace. Whatever you call it, this indoor-outdoor market is a great place for both 
shopping and dining. 
4. Fenway Park 
On a sunshine-filled summer afternoon, there is perhaps no better place to be in all of New 
England than Fenway Park, historic home of Major League Baseball's Boston Red Sox. 



Baseball fans have been energized and agonized by the exploits of some of baseball's 
greatest players at Fenway since 1912. If you can't score tickets to a Red Sox game, look into 
behind the scenes tours of Fenway Park. 
5. Museum of Science 
Boston's museums are as good as any you'll find in the world, and the most visited one is the 
Museum of Science at Science Park. It has more than 400 interactive exhibits including my 
favorite--the Virtual Fish Tank, an IMAX theater and a planetarium.  
6. Sam Adams Brewery 
These days, Samuel Adams is known as much for being a brewer as a Patriot. Tour the Sam 
Adams Brewery in the Jamaica Plain neighborhood of Boston for a glimpse at the 
microbrewery's beer-making process and a sample of the finished product. The brewery is 
also home to the Boston Beer Museum. 
7. New England Aquarium 
Want to see sea lions smile and penguins play? Head to the New England Aquarium, one of 
Boston's perpetually popular family attractions. Once inside, you'll find yourself immersed in a 
watery world, where you can wave your flippers at cavorting sea lions and press your nose 
right up against the glass of the poisonous fish tank--if you dare! 
8. Boston Harbor Islands 
Want to swim, hike, explore the ruins of an old fort and camp out under the stars at a national 
park? Believe it or not, you can do all of these things without leaving the city of Boston. The 
Boston Harbor Islands National Recreation Area consists of 34 narrow isles scattered in New 
England's most historic harbor, and you can visit these "hidden" outdoor spaces by boarding 
seasonal ferries from Quincy and Boston's Long Wharf. 
9. Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 
The MFA is New England's largest art museum. It is known for its collection of works by 
Claude Monet--the largest assemblage of paintings by the French Impressionist outside of 
France. It is also home to spectacular changing exhibitions that never fail to attract attention. 
10. Cheers Boston (formerly the Bull & Finch Pub) 
Famous as the inspiration for the television show Cheers, the former Bull & Finch Pub, now 
officially known as Cheers Boston, is located in Boston's Beacon Hill District. It's definitely a 
tourist trap with souvenirs galore for sale and overpriced pub food, but it's still one of those 
places that fans of the show make a beeline for when they're in Boston. 
 

For more information please contact the main European office of Via Lingua at: 
www.vialingua.org   or  
 

 
Ryan Brux – Director of ELS TEFL Certification 

125 Tremont Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02108 USA  
Tel: 1.617.457.8104 | Email: rbrux@els.edu 

 

 
 


